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Romeo and Juliet Study Guide Questions: 

I.i.

1. What purpose does the prologue serve?

2. The play begins on a humorous note.  What technique do the servants employ to get their laughs?

3. What purpose does having the servants argue serve?

4. What begins the actual fight between the two groups of servants?

5. Who are Benvolio and Tybalt?

6. Eventually who is involved within this brawl the servants started?

7. How many times have the two families had public brawls?

8. What did the Prince say will happen if the two families are involved in another fight?

9. When did Benvolio see Romeo and what did Romeo do when Benvolio called to him?

10. What has Romeo been doing lately? Does his father know the cause of his sorrow?

11. What does Benvolio promise Montague he will do?

12. What does Benvolio find out?

13. Why won’t the girl he loves have anything to do with Romeo?
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What advice does Benvolio give Romeo?

I.ii.

15. Who is Paris? What does he want Capulet to consent to? 

16. What is Capulet’s answer?

17. How old is Juliet?

18. What is Capulet planning for the evening?

19. Why does the servant have trouble with the errand Capulet has sent him on?

20. Romeo is really miserable.  To whom does he compare himself?

21. How do Romeo and Benvolio find out about Capulet’s party?

22. Why does Benvolio want Romeo to crash the party?

I.iii
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What do the nurse’s speeches about Juliet’s age show about the Nurse?

24. How does the nurse feel about Juliet?

25. Who was Susan? 

26. What does Lady Capulet ask her daughter to consider?

27. What do the women think of Paris?

I.iv

28. What kind of mood is Romeo in when the scene opens?

29. How are the boys going to get into the party without being caught?

30. Who is Queen Mab?

31. What does Romeo’s last speech in the scene serve as an example of?

I.v
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What re the servants doing as the scene opens?

33. What is Juliet’s effect on Romeo when he first sees her?

34. What does this show about his character?

35. Who discovers Romeo has crashed the party?

36. Why does Capulet tell Tybalt to leave Romeo alone?

37. What does Tybalt vow to do?

38. When Romeo first talks to Juliet what does he compare his lips to?

39. What does he compare Juliet to?

40. From whom does Romeo learn of Juliet’s identity?

41. What does Juliet say will happen if Romeo is married? What is this an example of?
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Act II.i









1. Has the purpose of the prologue changed? How?

2. What are Romeo’s fiends doing as the scene opens?

3. What do they think is the cause of Romeo’s mood?

4. What does Romeo do when he hears his friends calling? Why?

I.ii

5. Where is Romeo hidden?

6. When Romeo sees Juliet at her window, to what does he compare her? Quote the line.

7. What is the meaning of the line: “O Romeo, Romeo, Wherefore art thou Romeo?”

8. Does Juliet know of Romeo’s presence? What does she do?

9. What will happen to Romeo if he is discovered?
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Why can’t walls keep Romeo in?

11. Why is it that Romeo says he would not be distressed if he were found in the orchard?

12. If it were not dark out, what cold be seen on Juliet’s cheek?

13. What is Juliet afraid that Romeo will think of her? 

14. Why does Juliet not want Romeo to swear his love by the moon?

15. Why is Juliet afraid of this new love?

16. What does Juliet want Romeo to do if his intentions are honorable?

17. What does Romeo compare Juliet to?

18. At what time is Romeo supposed to send his message to Juliet?

II.iii

19. What is Friar Lawrence collecting as the scene opens? What can these sort of things be used for?

20. What does the Friar conclude when Romeo arrives so early?

21. After Romeo asks the Friar to marry him and Juliet, what does the Friar tell him about the way he loves?

22. Why does the Friar say he will marry Romeo and Juliet?

23. Quote the last line of this scene and explain it.

24. Give two examples of foreshadowing from the end of this scene.

II.iv

25. What do Benvolio and Mercutio think is still Romeo’s problem?

26. What has Tybalt done?

27. What do the two friends think Romeo will do about it?

28. Why do Benvolio and Mercutio say Romeo is already dead?

29. What kind of duelist is Tybalt? How do you know?

30. When Romeo enters this scene, what do his friends do to him?

31. Why has the Nurse come to see Romeo?

32. How does Romeo describe Mercutio?

33. What warning does the Nurse give Romeo about Juliet?

34. What is Romeo’s message?

35. Who does the Nurse tell Romeo about? What is her impression of him now?

II.v

36. Why is Juliet worried as this scene opens?

37. Why does the Nurse not give Juliet the message right away?
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What is the purpose of the rope ladder?

II.vi

39. What does the Friar warn Romeo about at the beginning of this scene? 

40. How is this foreshadowing?

41. Compare the emotions of Romeo and Juliet with those of the Friar.

42. What might the Friar have to worry about?

43. Why does the Nurse help Juliet? What does the Nurse have to worry about?
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Act III Study Guide Questions

III.i

1. As the scene opens, the weather in Verona is extremely hot.  Why is this significant?

2. What kind of mood is Mercutio in?

3. Why does Benvolio want Mercutio and Tybalt to get off the street?

4. What reason does Romeo have to love Tybalt?

5. When Romeo refuses to fight, who decides to defend his honor for him?

6. Describe how Mercutio came to be stabbed.

7. Does Mercutio know he is going to die? How do you know?

8. What does Mercutio think of the feud now? What does he say as he is dying?

9. What does Romeo say Juliet’ love has done to him?
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What is the result of Romeo and Tybalt’s duel?

11. Who sums up the events of the scene so far? 

12. What does Lady Capulet accuse Benvolio of? Why?

13. What punishment does the Prince give Romeo?

III.ii

14. Why is Juliet awaiting the night’s arrival?

15. When the Nurse bring the news of he duel, what does she lead Juliet to believe at first?

16. When the Nurse speaks bitterly of Romeo, what is Juliet’s reaction?

17. How long have Romeo and Juliet been married?

18. How does Juliet justify Romeo’s killing of Tybalt?

III.iii

19. Why does Romeo say that banishment is as bad as death?

20. When Romeo hears how sad Juliet is, what does he want to do?

21. The Friar tells Romeo that he has much to be thankful for. What are these things he mentions?

22. What does the Friar tell Romeo to do?

III.iv

23. What has Capulet planned for Juliet? When will this event take place?

24. Why does the event not take place sooner?

III.v

25. Why are Romeo and Juliet arguing about nightingales and larks?

26. When Juliet id looking down from the balcony at Romeo, where does she imagine that he is? What is this an example of?

27. Why is Juliet crying? Why does her mother think she is crying?

28. What does Lady Capulet say she will do to Romeo?

29. What “good news” does Lady Capulet bring Juliet?

30. What is Juliet’s response to this news?

31. What is Capulet’s reaction to Juliet’s response?

32. What is the Nurse’s advice to Juliet? What significance does this have for Juliet?

33. Where is Juliet going at the end of his scene?

34. If the Friar can’t get Juliet out of this mess, what will Juliet do?

Act IV Study Guide Questions

VI.i

1.
Explain the Friar’s plan.






2.
How will Romeo know of this plan?


VI.ii

summary: Juliet apologizes to her father and as a “reward” he moves the marriage to Wednesday, not Thursday!

VI.iii

3.
What five fears does Juliet have before she drinks the sleeping potion?


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.

VI.iv

summary: Comic relief between Juliet’s worries and the discovery of her body.

VI.v

summary: Juliet’s body is found, cold, joints stiff and she seems to have no breath.  The wedding feast is turned to a funeral banquet.

Act V Study Guide Questions

V.i

Summary: Balthasar tells Romeo that Juliet is dead. Romeo pledges to be with her and buys a dram of poison to kill himself at her tomb.

V.ii

Summary: Friar John’s letter never got to Romeo so he doesn’t know the “plan.”  Friar Lawrence decides to fee Juliet himself so he goes to the tomb.

V.iii

1. Why is Paris in the churchyard?

2. What is his man to keep lookout for?

3. What instructions does Romeo give Balthasar?

4. Why does Romeo say he is going into the Capulet vault?

5. What does Balthasr do despite Romeo’s instructions?

6. Of course, why is Romeo going into the vault?

7. What did Juliet supposedly die of?

8. What is the result of Romeo and Paris’s encounter in the graveyard?

9. What does Paris’s page do?

10. What is the last request of Paris?
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What did Romeo say he thought he remembered hearing?

12. How do people often feel right before they die?

13. How does Juliet appear? What should this make Romeo realize?

14. What will Romeo do for Tybalt?

15. After Romeo kisses Juliet, what does he do?

16. What did Balthasar think he dreamed?
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Where does the Friar want to take Juliet?

18. Why does Juliet kiss her husband’s body?


19. How does Juliet die?

20. Lady Montague is dead.  What caused her death?

21. Who sums up the events of the play?

22. What does Montague say he will do?

23. Did Romeo and Juliet’s death accomplish anything?
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